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Parent Help 
Parent help is always welcomed at our school.  In general between the 
beginning of the day (9am) and recess (11am) the focus in the          
classrooms is reading and writing.  Between 11.30am and 12.30pm 
Maths is on the agenda.  You are more than welcome to come and assist 
in any of the classrooms.  The Prep/1 students love being listened to 
when reading. 

BRAIN FOOD 
Every grade in the school has a time during the 
morning when they have brain food.  This is to 
encourage children to eat healthily and as many 
children have breakfast quite early they are usually 
hungry prior to recess time. 
 
Snacks that are acceptable are 
Fruit & Vegetables—apples, carrots, celery, 
bananas etc. (not wet fruit ie: watermelon, kiwi 
fruit) 
Dried fruits—sultanas, apricots, apples pears 
(not rollups or manufactured fruit sticks.) 
Cheese and biscuits are also acceptable.   
 
For obvious reasons oranges, messy or wet fruits 
are not acceptable as children will be eating their 
snacks whilst they are working.  
As teachers will be teaching we ask that all fruit 
and veggies be cut up at home.  

SCHOOL 
RECIPE BOOKS 

 
AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE  

GREAT VALUE  

 $5 EACH 

Free Entertainment  Free Books  
Free Internet Free Membership  
Free Education   
USE IT OR LOOSE IT (That's the word) 
 
The mobile library stops at the GORMANDALE hall from 10am 
to noon each Monday. Get smart and borrow from our local library 
and learn it's great value. 



YARD SUPERVISION 
Please be aware that the playground is supervised from  8.45—9.00am and  

3.15—3.30pm when a designated teacher is on yard duty.  Although teachers are 
at school they are busy with preparation and meetings before and after school. 

 

Welcome back 
We have had a wonderful start to the year – the      
students were incredibly eager to share their          
adventures from the holidays and they even           
remembered what they had received for Christmas!  
The classes have all settled in well, getting to know 
the new class structures and the way things will run 
this year. 
 
Reading at home 
On Monday Miss Elrick was incredibly proud to say 
that most of her students had read 5 nights last week 
even though there were only 5 nights since we started 
school (100% reading rate).  The aim is to have all 
students in the school reading 5 nights each week 
with a minimum being 3.  Those that don’t read 3 
nights a week will be spending 10 minutes each day 
during lunchtime reading. 
Reading certificates are handed out each Monday at 
Assembly; each class teacher requires the reading 
diaries to surface at school each Monday.  Mrs     
Tipping expects the Prep and Grade 1’s to bring 
theirs each day. 
For those that are new to our school, we have a   
competition in each of the classrooms to see who 
reads the most nights for the year – the winner or 
winners receive a Collins gift voucher at the end of 
year celebration evening. 
 
Anne Ramsay 
I would like to welcome Anne Ramsay to the staff on 
a voluntary basis.  Anne will be assisting in the Grade 
2/3/4 classroom Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday mornings.  It is great to have an extra pair 
of hands in the classroom.  Thanks for your time 
Anne. 
 
Parent – Teacher Chats 
At the beginning of each year we offer parents a 
chance to come and chat to the classroom teacher 
about how the year has started and to discuss any  
issues /concerns they have.  This is a two way      

conversation – we want parents to feel as though they 
are able to share their insights and concerns as well.  
The chats have been scheduled for the afternoon of 
the 26th of February.  A time allocation form will be 
sent home closer to the date.  If you are unable to  
attend on this day, please make a time that suits you 
and the classroom teacher. 
 
Assessments and Support  
The school is very fortunate to have various            
assessment and support available to us – these range 
from 
 councilling support (through the school         

psychologist) to  
 focus on behaviour 
 difficult circumstances happening at 

home or school 
 academic testing to see what support can be 

implemented in the classroom 
 hearing support 
 speech assessment 
If you have any concerns about your child please 
come and see us – there is always support out there 
(it doesn’t just have to be academic!) 
 
As I mentioned at the end of last year, any students 
with results below the expected level on any area on 
the school report, will be requested for assessment.  
For this to take place parents must sign a form (which 
will be sent home). 
 
Grade 3-4 Camp 
Information is attached to today’s newsletter. Please 
check for this. 
 
Guns 
Students are not to write about, share for news or pre-
tend to play with guns at school.  I appreciate that we 
have several families who use of guns recreationally 
– I don’t have concerns with this and acknowledge 
that it is a past time important to some of our fami-
lies.  My concerns stem from that the fact that we 



have several students who are unable to write a 
story without having guns involved and others 
who can’t distinguish between real life and fiction.  
For this reason we have a blanket ban on guns 
(some students can’t separate the sport of shooting 
with the violent images on the computer screens 
and movies). 
 
Tissue boxes 
Please collect and send in any empty tissue boxes 
you have at home – these will be used in the Art 
Room. 

 
Calendars 
The Family School Calendars will be sent home 
ASAP.  A huge thank you to Tricia for taking the 
hundreds of photos. 

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE 

In 2014 the annual EMA payment for families 
with children in primary school  will receive a 
payment of $150.  However, additional funding 
has been incorporated into the EMA meaning that 
parents of children in Prep will receive boosted 
EMA payments of $200. 

Eligibility: 

To be eligible for the EMA in 2013 you must: 

1. Be either a parent or guardian of a primary 
or secondary school student up to the age of 
sixteen; and 

2. Be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink 
pension, allowance or benefit within the 
meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, 
or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) pensioner or 
be a temporary foster parent. Ie: the parent/
guardian must be the holder of a valid 
Health Care Card or valid Pension Card. 

THE ELIGIBLITY CRITERIA MUST BE 
MET AS AT 28TH JANUARY 2013 
(instalment One) and JULY 2013 
(INSTALMENT Two) 

Contact the School Office for an EMA form 
and to lodge your application.  The closing date 
for EMA application forms is: Return to school 
by 21STth February 2013. 

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE 

To receive a conveyance allowance individual stu-
dents must meet all of the following criteria: 

 Attend the closest appropriate school. 

 For students attending government schools, 
this will be the closest school appropriate to 
the age and gender of the student (eg:         
primary, secondary etc) 

 Reside 4.8km or more from the school 
(shortest practicable route calculated by the 
school at the time of application from the    
student’s home to the school. 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORMS 

Please ensure that your child's clothing is clearly     
labelled.  Many people write on the white tag however 
this is easily ripped off or fades quickly.  We have had 
many items of clothing go missing already and it is 
only the second week of school. 

 

ASSEMBLY 
Our weekly assembly will be held on Monday after-
noons at 2.45pm. Parents are most welcome to attend.  
Weekly awards are handed out at Assembly. 

 

 
Wednesday’s off for 
Preps 

To ease the Prep students into 
schooling, Prep students have 
Wednesdays off for all of February. 
 

Spelling Program 
I am very proud of our whole school spelling program.   
These groups are based on each student’s level of  
ability and are flexible.  Each student will bring home 
a spelling homework book each Wednesday, which is 
due back on the following Tuesday.  The words are 
based on the sound of the week, with the Preps         
focussing on writing the letters of the alphabet in 
lower case.  The homework should only take 5 – 10 
minutes for the lower groups and 10 to 15 minutes for 
the higher groups. 
If you would like more information about the program 
please ask or come and observe the sessions. 



 

 
PREP/1  

Reuben—for a great start to school 
Jai—for a great start to school 

Olivia—for a great start to school 
Chelsea—for a great start to school 

GRADE 2/3/4 
Deakan—for great attitude towards his           

work and a great start to the year 
GRADE 5/6 

Kirra—for being positive and motivated  
 
 
 

 

Ruby 
Jackson 
Harlen 
Hayley 
Nathan 

 

AASC 
The Active After School Community program is a 
free sport program run after school on Tuesday 
and Wednesday afternoons from 3.15 till 4.30pm.  
The costs of the program is free.  This is covered 
by the Federal Government.  The program runs 
for 7 weeks each term.   

Each term the   
activities change, 
this term the    
program on    
Tuesday          
afternoon is    
Netball and 
Wednesday     
afternoon is   
Tennis.  These are 

run by experts tutors in their fields.   
Tricia King (our Integration Aide) coordinates and 
supervises the program.  If your child is     inter-
ested in participating please complete the   at-
tached form.  Only one form per student needs to 
be completed for the entire year. Please ensure if 
you have done this program before that you 
return the attached form prior to the first    
session. 
 



  DATES TO REMEMBER 
FEBRUARY Tuesday 11th  Active After School Program 

 Wednesday 12th  No Preps at school  
 Active After School Program 

 Monday 17th  School Council Meeting 7.30pm 

 Tuesday 18th  Active After School Program 

 Wednesday 19th  No Preps at school  
 Active After School Program 

 Tuesday 25th  Active After School Program 

 Wednesday 26th  No Preps at school  
 Active After School Program 
 Parent Teacher Chats 

MARCH 5TH—7TH  Grade 3/4 Camp 

 Monday 10th  NO SCHOOL—Public Holiday 

 Monday 24th  Parents Club Meeting 9.00 Staff Room 

    

 
LUNCH ORDERS 

Lunch orders are each Tuesday.  Please ensure that your child has either a 
form filled out (on the newsletter) or has an envelope clearly marked with 
the child’s name and what they are ordering.  Money must be enclosed. 

SCHOOL LUNCHES            
Tuesday 
  
NAME :………………………………………. 
 
ITEM COST Amount 

HAWIAN PIZZA $1.80  

HOT DOG $2.00  

STEAMED DIM SIMS 
(2 PER SERVE) 

$1.00  

PARTY PIE $ .50c   

SAUSAGE ROLL $1.80   

PIE $2.50   

CHICKEN NUGGETS 
(5 PER SERVE) 

$2.00   

LASAGNE  $2.50  

PRIMA $1.00  

BIG M 250 ML 
 STRAW/CHOC 

$2.00  
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