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Soaring to great 
heights 

Name: 
 

........................ 

It is strange to think we are already a week into the school year.  Only 40 
to go!  I apologise for the length of today’s newsletter, there are many 
things I need to share with our new families and to remind our old fami-
lies of.  This way it is clear for everyone. 
 

My teaching role 
One of the bonuses of being a small school principal is that I still get to 
teach.  I love working with the students, watching their brain ticking over 
and the joy on their face when they are able to grasp something they had-
n’t been able to before.  However this means that I am not always availa-
ble to meet with parents, or take phone calls when you need me.    
 
My teaching timetable this year is: 
Monday:  11.30am – 1.00pm and 1.45pm – 2.15pm 
Tuesday:  No teaching  
Wednesday to Friday: Full teaching role 
I am available to speak to at recess and lunch each day (I have a very flex-
ible staff that help me out with this) and after school each day.   
 

Classroom Timetables 
I have attached to the newsletter this week a copy of the timetable for 
each of the classrooms. 
 

School Office 
Patrice is in the office on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.  Tricia works 
Tuesday and Wednesday.  Unfortunately the office is unmanned on Friday 
– however I check the school answering machine regularly, so please 
leave a message.  We have phones in the classroom; however it is not al-
ways possible to answer the phone during class time.   
 

Maths Testing 
Classes are now well and truly underway.  Last week all students (Prep to 
Grade 6) undertook pre testing in the maths areas of Time, Place Value 
and Data.  Students have been grouped according to their test results (not 
their grades) for each of the areas.   
 
For the majority of this term the maths timetable is: Tuesday – Time, 
Wednesday and Friday – Place Value and Thursday – Data. 
 
On the 30th of January staff set the curriculum for the year for all areas of 
maths, writing, reading and spelling.  We have allowed for some slight 
variation, but it will be a great guide.  What this means for your child is, 
every single day at school is vital to them being able to cover the required 
curriculum – this is particularly the case in maths.  Most topics only have 
a few weeks to be taught – if your child misses a couple of sessions it 
makes it incredibly difficult for them to understand the concept.  This has 
always been the case, but now that it is in black and white it is more no-
ticeable. 

FEBRUARY 
 

Wednesday 8th 
No Preps 

 
Tuesday 14th 

Book Club due  back to school 
 

Parents Club meeting 
 

Wednesday 15th 
No Preps 

 
Tuesday 21st 

School Council meeting 7.30pm 
 

Wednesday 22nd 
No Preps 

 
Friday 24th 

First Aid for students—whole school 
 
 

MARCH 
 

March 1st 
Preps school as normal 

 
Monday 13th 

Labour Day Holiday  
(no school) 

 
Thursday 16th 
School Sports 

 
Tuesday 21st 

School Council AGM 
7.30pm 

 
Friday 31st 

Last Day Term 1 



Spelling Homework 
Every week students will be focusing on a phonemic 
sound; this week we are focussing on ‘b’.  The sounds 
alternate between being a consonant and a vowel 
sound. 
Spelling homework will be sent home tomorrow—
getting the individual books set up is taking a little 

longer than expected. 
As parents it is important to note that spelling home-
work will be sent home on Tuesdays and is due back to 
school on Mondays.  Those students that fail to com-
plete the work or don’t bring their homework book 
back will spend half of recess and half of lunch on 
Thursday working on this.  The homework should only 
take 5-10 minutes each night to complete.  Regularly 
working on the words (rather than just on Sunday 
night) is the best way for the words to be set in their 
memory. 
As in the past, if your child gets 75% of their pre-test 
correct for 5 weeks in a row they will be moved to the 
next level.  The students find this a great incentive – 
they are in control of their learning. 
 

Reading Homework 
Every student has been issued with a reading diary to 
record the nights that they read each week.  Please note 
that it is per night – not per book.  The minimum ex-
pected nights reading per week is 3.  We under -
stand that some children have busy lives after school 
and on the weekend; that is why we allow 3 nights 
over the whole week (some school expect homework 
to be completed during the school week).  Those stu-
dents that don’t meet the expectation will spend time 
on Tuesday reading with me. 
Mrs Tipping’s reading class are expected to bring their 
reading book to school each day; Lexie listens to each 
child read and ensures that change their book each day. 
Mrs Robbins and Mrs Robbo only need to see reading 
diaries on Mondays.  The students in their reading clas-
ses are expected to remember to change their own 
readers.   
This year there will again be a reward for the student(s)
in each classroom who reads the most nights for the 
year. 
 

Chaplaincy Program 
We are incredibly fortunate to have Brian with us for 
the next two years (our funding has been extended till 
the end of 2018).  Brian works a three day fortnight 
(Tuesday and Thursday one week and Thursday on the 
second week).  Brian is available for students and par-
ents to meet with.  He will also be working with small 
groups on social skills and life skills.  For your child to 
be a part of the program we require a new permission 
for to be completed for 2017.  Thank you to the fami-
lies who have already sent their form back. 
If you have any questions about the program please 
come and see me. 
 

 

Headphones 
Last year our school went through $800 worth of head-
phones.  I know there are many things I would like to 
spend $800 each year on rather than headphones.  To 
combat this (and for the students to take responsibility) 
the school is buying a personal set of ear phones for 
each child from Grade 2 to 6.  Unfortunately if these 
are broken or lost, parents will be required to replace 
them ($3 from Officeworks). 
 

Handwriting 
We have a major focus on handwriting this year (as we 
have in the past).  This year the school has purchased a 
handwriting book for all students (except the Preps – 
they have a different program).  The Preps focus on 
block / print writing; allowing them to get the basic 
formation down pat, while the Grade 1 to 6 students 
will focus on Victorian Modern Cursive (with the 
Grades 4-6 focussing on joining their letters).   
If you have any questions about this please come and 
see me. 
 

Have a great week 
Christine 

 
 

YARD SUPERVISION 
 

Please be aware that the playground is supervised 
from  8.45—9.00am and  3.15—3.30pm when a 
designated teacher is on yard duty.  Although 

teachers are at school they are busy with  prepa-
ration and meetings before and after school. 

 
 
 

CONVEYANCE 
Conveyance forms are now available at the Office 

and must be returned by  

25th February 2017 

 

To receive a conveyance allowance       individual 

students must meet all of the following criteria: 

 Attend the closest appropriate school. 

 For students attending government schools, 

this will be the closest school appropriate to 

the age and gender of the student (eg: prima-

ry, secondary etc) 

 Reside 4.8km or more from the school 

(shortest practicable route calculated by the 

school at the time of application from the      

student’s home to the school. 

 



BRAIN FOOD 
Each day at 10am the school includes brain food into the program.  
This is included as many students find it difficult to go from breakfast 
till 11am without eating.  We are quite strict on what we allow the  
students to eat at this time.   
 
Snacks that are acceptable are 
Fruit & Vegetables—apples, carrots, celery, bananas etc. (not wet 
fruit ie: watermelon, kiwi fruit) 
Dried fruits—sultanas, apricots, apples pears (not rollups or man-
ufactured fruit sticks.) 
Cheese and biscuits are also acceptable.   
 
It is important that the students are able to continue working while  
eating, so no messy foods please ie: oranges, or wet fruits.  
As teachers will be teaching we ask that all fruit and veggies be cut up 
at home.  
 
Mrs Tipping’s students eat fruit in the afternoon as well, so it may be 
handy if your child is in Prep, 1 or 2 to pack at least two brain food 
items. 

WARM LUNCHES 
 
Please remember that we have a pie warmer that children are 
able to put food in to be warmed for lunch.  Please ensure your 
child their food is either in a foil container similar to the one 
on this page or wrapped in foil.  
The child’s name should be marked clearly in permanent 
marker. 
It is your child’s responsibility to put their lunch in the pie 
warmer when they arrive at school. 

Lunch Orders 
 

School Lunch orders started this week. .   
Things to remember about Lunch Orders: 
 Order forms are attached to the newsletter 
 Ensure your child’s name is clearly marked on the form 
 Lunch orders must be handed in first thing Tuesday mornings. 
 Enclose form and money in a zip lock bag / envelope. (change can be given) 
If you have any ideas for items that you think children might like on the menu please let us 
know and we will look into it. 
 



SCHOOL LUNCHES            
Tuesday 
  
NAME :………………………………………. 
 

Amount ITEM COST  

 BIG M 250 ML 
  

$2.00 CHOC 
STRAW 

BANANA 

 PRIMA $1.00  

 WATER .50c  

 HOT DOG $2.50  

 HAWAIIAN PIZZA $2.00  

 CHICKEN NUGGETS $2.00 5 PER 
SERVE 

 SAUSAGE ROLL $2.00  

 PIE $2.50  

 PARTY PIE $ .50c   

SCHOOL LUNCHES            
Tuesday 
  
NAME :………………………………………. 
 

Amount ITEM COST  

 BIG M 250 ML 
  

$2.00 CHOC 
STRAW 

BANANA 

 PRIMA $1.00  

 WATER .50c  

 HOT DOG $2.50  

 HAWAIIAN PIZZA $2.00  

 CHICKEN NUGGETS $2.00 5 PER 
SERVE 

 SAUSAGE ROLL $2.00  

 PIE $2.50  

 PARTY PIE $ .50c   

SCHOOL LUNCHES            
Tuesday 
  
NAME :………………………………………. 
 

Amount ITEM COST  

 BIG M 250 ML 
  

$2.00 CHOC 
STRAW 

BANANA 

 PRIMA $1.00  

 WATER .50c  

 HOT DOG $2.50  

 HAWAIIAN PIZZA $2.00  

 CHICKEN NUGGETS $2.00 5 PER 
SERVE 

 SAUSAGE ROLL $2.00  

 PIE $2.50  

 PARTY PIE $ .50c   

SCHOOL LUNCHES            
Tuesday 
  
NAME :………………………………………. 
 

Amount ITEM COST  

 BIG M 250 ML 
  

$2.00 CHOC 
STRAW 

BANANA 

 PRIMA $1.00  

 WATER .50c  

 HOT DOG $2.50  

 HAWAIIAN PIZZA $2.00  

 CHICKEN NUGGETS $2.00 5 PER 
SERVE 

 SAUSAGE ROLL $2.00  

 PIE $2.50  

 PARTY PIE $ .50c   


