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Change in Parent Teacher Interviews Approach 

As you are aware this Wednesday are Parent Teacher           
Interviews.  In line with many other schools, and as listed in 
our Annual Implementation Plan, we are implementing a new 
style of interview.  The students in Grades 2 – 6 will be     
leading the interview outlining their first semester’s work.  If 
students are to learn and to be motivated to learn they need to 
take responsibility for their learning; we as teachers need to 
guide their learning and support their growth but it is the      
student that needs to want to learn and have the knowledge of 
where they need to improve.   
The work in the classrooms this year is about arming our     
students with the knowledge of where they are at with their 
learning and where they need to go next.  This links in      
wonderfully with the fluid groups we have for English and 
Maths.  The Parent Teacher Interviews are the next step in this 
process.  I appreciate that this will be challenging for some 
parents as the interview is different to the traditional            
interview.  If after Wednesday’s interview you would like to 
follow up with a meeting with a teacher please make a time to 
do so – we are here to support your child and to help them to 
achieve their best. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maths and Writing Rockets 
Next term, following along with the idea of students being  
responsible for their own learning, we will be introducing 
Maths and Writing Rockets across the school (from Prep to 
Grade 6) where students are shown where they are currently 
on the ‘rocket’ and what they need to do next to progress.  The 
idea behind this is that if students don’t know what they need 
to do then how can we expect them to achieve it.   
The Maths and Writing Rockets are modified versions of what 
I have seen working very effectively at two local schools 
(suggested to visit by my Senior Education Improvement 
Leader (boss).  Please come and chat to me if you are          
interested in more on this.   
 

Grade 5/6   Fundraiser 

 

$1 
Friday 

 
Hot Chocolates will 
be available to     
purchase EVERY 
FRIDAY for the rest of winter.   
 
Last chance for Term 2.  It is going to 
be cold Friday, so what a perfect day 
for a delicious hot chocolate. 

Staff Carpark –  
entrance will be closed 

 
We have had some near misses in our 

Staff Carpark, due to this the Staff 
Carpark will be limited   only to staff, 

with the gate at the entrance being 
closed during school times.  Please 

respect our request to not park in their 
– we are doing it for the safety of our 
children.  I realise that most of the us-
age by parents is by the Kinder parents 

– I will be      passing this message 
onto the Kinder as well.  I would hate 
for something to happen to one of our 
students due to a parent    driving in 

there. 

We will be having a 
short assembly on      

Friday at 2.15pm for    
certificates and        

birthdays.  

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mcdonalds.co.za%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FproductThumbnail%2Fmcd-mccafe-beverages-hot-chocolate.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mcdonalds.co.za%2FmenuItem%2Fhot-chocolate&docid=_O2g7-CUJQiYnM&tbni


End of term early finish – 2.30 
As this Friday is the last day of term, school will 
finish at 2.30pm.  The bus will run leaving the 
school at 2.30pm, so please make the alterations to 
the pick-up times. 
 
Sick Students 
There are a lot of bugs going around at the moment, 
especially flue type virus's.  If your child is unwell 
please keep them at home.  We understand children 
don’t like missing school, however they just tend to 
spread bugs to other children. It is the end of a long 
term and children are feeling a bit run down. 
 

Active Afterschool– not term 3 
I need to correct the comment in last fortnight’s 
newsletter – The After School Program (Sporting Schools) will not be running next term.  With the change 
in the program this year (to Sporting Schools) the government has limited all school’s participation to 3 of 
the 4 terms.  Due to the weather and swimming  lessons at the end of Term 3, I have decided that we are 
better off running our final term in Term 4.  I realise this is inconvenient for some parents – please note that 
this is not our decision to only run 3 terms. 
 

Reports sent home today 
Reports have been sent home today.  Teachers have worked 
long and hard on the reports – we work together on marking 
the ‘dots’ on the front page, taking into account the work 
the students do across all classrooms and with all teachers. 
As next year we must implement a new curriculum (the 
Victorian Curriculum), with the option of implementing it 
this year, the reporting software has stated that the English 
and Maths are reported again the Victorian Curriculum – 
this is not the case with our results, we are still reporting 
against AusVels.   
 

Foil containers now at Woolworths 
The foil containers that the students use in the pie warmer 
had been unavailable to Woolworths and Coles – they are now back in stock in Woolworths, they are in 
aisle 7  with the BBQ supplies and plastic plates. If you do not have foil containers please wrap food in foil 
and clearly write child's name on with permanent marker. 
 

Brainfood 
A reminder to parents that our students are offered a quick ‘brainfood’ break at 10am.  Many students (and 
teachers) find it difficult concentrate for the two hours as they are hungry.  For several years now we have 
allowed them to grab some brainfood and eat this while they are 
working.  It is important that the food they are bringing is healthy – 
some suggestions are: 

Fresh fruit (oranges are too messy though) 
Dried fruit 
Plain popcorn 
Nuts 
Dried biscuits and cheese 

We do not accept muesli bars, tubs of preserved fruit (the juice is too 
messy), sweet biscuits etc. 
Unfortunately there are several students who are hungry but have not 
been bringing suitable food, so have to miss out until recess.   
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ED  
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https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Ffoodandmeal.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F01%2FApple-Seeds-Dangerous.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Ffoodandmeal.com%2Fhealth%2Fapple-seeds-dangerous&docid=ZQOXyq0726-FXM&tbnid=607Q0DyCfXV7aM%3A&w=160


 
         SCHOOL ACTION LIST  

 Parents if you can help with some of the jobs     
below please let us know.  We want to get on top 

of a few of these jobs before Winter. 

 

Cecilia 
Ellen 
Sheph 

Gardening—Plants outside the grounds in the car park need a 
heavy cut back 

A huge thank you to you all.  
How fantastic does this looked 
all cut back! 

Cecilia Gardening—Plants just inside the front gate need  the dead 
foliage removed and a general trim 
 

Thank you  

Johnson Family Gardening—Removal of plants from the garden either side of 
the pathway leading to the main entrance of the school. 

 

 Gardening—some plants need to be pruned and given just a 
general tidy up 
 Thin out Agapanthus around the path at the front of the 

school.  There is a threat that they will lift up the      
concrete path.  They were thinned out several years ago 
but  have become quite large. Please see    Christine or 
Tricia. 

 

Ellen & Hayley  Planting out the pansy seedlings just inside the font 
gate, they should look fantastic when flowering. 

A huge thank you to you all.  
How fantastic does this looked 
all cut back! 

No School Council 
A reminder that there is no School Council meeting tonight – we only need to have 8 per year and we are on 
track for this. 
 

Gardening – thankyou to our parents 
We have had several parents helping out in the garden over the past few weeks.  Your hard work is greatly   
appreciated.  The work has included cleaning out the drains, cutting back the plants in the carpark, setting up 
the vegie garden beds and pulling out the plants in the main path to the office.   
 

Heads up - Swimming next term 
The major extra curricula activity for next term is swimming in the last 3 weeks (Tues, Wed and Thurs).  
Swimming lessons are for all students, Prep to Grade 6.  The lessons are at Churchill Swimming Pool with 
qualified instructors.  The cost of the lessons is part of the school fees. 
 

Grade Prep /1 follow up meeting 
For our Grade Prep/1 parents the scheduled follow up meeting (from our discussion at the beginning of this 
term) will be held in the Staffroom on the 18th of July at 9am.  I am happy to meet with parents to discuss the 
classroom routine and changes that have been made since the last meeting. 

Finally… 
Thank you for the support you have given our staff and students this term.  We have wonderful school parents 
who assist our school in so many ways, both at school and at home.  It has been a long term; enjoy spending 
some time with your children over the holidays and I look forward to working with you all again next term. 
School will return again on the 11th of July.   
 

 



WEEK OF  10.6.16 WEEK OF 17.6.16 

NAME AWARD GIVEN FOR NAME AWARD GIVEN FOR 

Olivia Helping younger students Harlen Being helpful member of the    
classroom 

Emily Putting great effort into her 
work 

Grace Great story writing 

Hayden Great effort in reading Jonathan Extending in maths 

Tyler Being a positive and      
supportive role model for 

younger students 

Ava Working well in class 

SPELLING Amelia Hayley Miki Tyler  

Typing Cooper     

25 NIGHTS READING  Tyler   

50 NIGHTS READING Brody Noah Jonathan 

 Hayden   

75 NIGHTS READING Jack S Katie Alli 

 Zavier Alex Cooper 

 Reuben   

100 NIGHTS READING Chaz Tyler Caitlyn 

 Jack   

125 NIGHTS READING Shanequa Amelia Hollyanne 

 Zoe Emma Gemma 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Jake, Zoe, Alex, Cooper & Natalie 



2016  DATES TO REMEMBER 

JUNE Friday 24th  Last day of Term early dismissal  

JULY TERM 3   

 Monday  11th  First day of Term 3 

 Tuesday 12th  Footy with Traralgon South 

 Monday 18th  Prep/1 Parent Chat 9.00am 

 Tuesday 19th  School Council Meeting 6.30pm 

 Friday 22nd   Community Counter Meals (footy clubrooms) 

 Monday 25th  Parents Club Meeting 9.00am 

 Tuesday 30th  Swimming starts 

August Friday 24th  Community Counter Meals (footy clubrooms) 

 Swimming  

Tuesday 30th 
August 

Wednesday 31st 
August 

Thursday 1st 
September 

Tuesday 6th 
September 

Wednesday 7th 
September 

Thursday 8th 
September 

Tuesday 14th 
September 

Wednesday 15th 
September 

Thursday 16th 
September 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Well done Hayley & Jonathan on their recent 

Basketball Tournament.  They both represented 
Traralgon in Under 12’s and Under 10’s at a 

Tournament hosted by Sale Basketball             
Association.  Both their teams won their Grand 

Finals.  Great tournament! 



Gormandale Community House 
 

Community House  

Friday 24th June 11am to 1pm 

Sausage Sizzle (Gold Coin Donation)  

Everyone welcome to come along have a Sausage and a get together. 

 

COMMUNITY COUNTER MEAL DATES: 

Friday 22nd July & Friday 12th August 

 
ATTENTION 

If you have wood stored in the shed at Gormandale Community House and you are not attend-

ing classes you need to remove it by 23rd June. After this date it will be disposed of by the com-

mittee of management. 

     
ELECTIONS 
Gormandale Community House will be having a Sausage Sizzle and a Wood 
Raffle outside the Election Booth next month.  Remember to bring along 
some money to support these Gormandale Community House fundraisers. 

 
Expressions of interest are still open for Food Handlers Course next term at the 

house. Please ring and leave your details to register you interest. 

 
For any further information or to find out what is happening next term please phone the house on 
51977264 


